CHAPTER   V
THE  REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA
IT is plain that the efficacy of the primitive Marxist
categories is exhausted. Indeed they appeared to be
so irrelevant to the actual development of this country
that they were never seriously adopted. That was,
we think, a great misfortune, for Marxism is a profound
doctrine of human history; and if it could have been
adopted and adapted by the Labour movement in this
country, not only the Labour movement would have
undergone an intellectual discipline and achieved an
intellectual seriousness which have been conspicuously
lacking, but Marxism itself would have been positively
developed in the light of our significant English
experience. Instead of this the primitive Marxist
categories were suddenly revived from obsolescence,
invested with a new dogmatic intransigence, and
given an unprecedented prestige by the successful
issue of a 'proletarian revolution3 in Russia. Marxism,
or rather Marx-Leninism, was now the creed of a vast
empire. The nature and consequences of the Russian
Revolution need to be examined.
In the Russian Revolution the proletariat partly
fulfilled the role attributed to it by primitive Marxism.
The Russian industrial proletariat was a local con-
glomeration, created by the necessities of capitalist
industry, of workers who in the rest of the country
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